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easy driver

Unlock your vehicle's eco side

CONVINCING AMERICANS TO DITCH THEIR CARS is like
asking Flavor Flav to shelve his clocks. But although
we make up just 5 percent of the world’s population,
we pump out a whopping 45 percent of the planet’s
auto emissions. You don’t need to put your car on

blocks to save the world—just drive it smarter. Follow

these 10 tips to reduce your tireprint.

30%

OF THE
WORLD'S
AUTOMOBILES
ARE IN THE
UNITED
STATES

WHEELING AND DEALING
DO THIS
GET FUEL SAVVY
WHY If you're an average
American and log 15,000
miles per year, at $3.51 a
gallon, a 30 mpg cruiser will
save you $878 compared
with a 20 mpg guzzler,
according to the U.S.
Department of Energy. Get
gas-saving tips and stats on
all rides at fueleconomy.gov.

WHY I'-iA);BIA'iasAare best in stop-

and-go city traffic because
the gasoline-powered en-
gines shut off when they idle.
But on the highway, some
superefficient nonhybrids, like
the Toyota Yaris and the Mini
Cooper, are actually more
cost effective.

Al s
WHY Federal tax rebates

on hybrids phase out over
time. Check www.irs.gov
/newsroom for updates on
the models that can get you
some cold hard cash.

AT THE HELM

DO THIS

REDUCE IDLE TI
WHY Idling for five fewer
minutes per day will save
20 gallons of gas per year.
Fact: Restarting does not
waste gas or increase wear.

ME

LEAD I
WHY Driving 65 in a 55
zone lowers your car's gas
mileage by 15 percent.
Every 5 miles per hour over
60 can cost you an addi-
tional 20 cents per gallon.

DO THIS

SCORE CHEAP GAS
WHY It can save you about
$50 a year. Log on to
gasbuddy.com to map

the quickest routes to the
cheapest pumps.

rov

MECH IC

WHY All your green inten-
tions can go down the drain
if you don't have a good
wrench to monitor what's

happening under your hood:

Poorly tuned engines waste
4 to 40 percent more fuel
than those kept humming.
Check out recommended
garages near you at cartalk
.com/content/mechx.

LOSE THE RACK
WHY Roof-rack drag can
waste the equivalent of
two full tanks per year.
Postseason, remove the
hardware, too; or add a
streamlined fairing, a long,
narrow shield that deflects
wind over your rack.

DO THIS

ROLL HIGH

WHY Properly inflated tires
boost gas mileage by 3
percent, increase safety,
and extend tire life. Pick up
a tire gauge, check the tires’
sidewalls for the recom-
mended PSI, and top 'em
off once a month.

THE END OF THE ROAD
DO THIS
DON YOUR

WHY Nonprofits get the
proceeds from your sale;
you get a tax write-off. Try
Habitat for Humanity's Cars
for Homes program: habitat
.org/carsforhomes.
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