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EXTREMES

Your guide to America’s hottest, coldest, windiest,
wettest, oldest, deepest, tallest, and more

A3

Windiest and coldest:

Oldest rock: The granitic bluffs Average annual wind speed

at Gneiss Qutcrops Scientific &
Natural Area are estimated to be
3.6 billion years old.

Its average temp—27.29F—is
the Lower 48’s chilliest.

Starriest skies in the East: Low light pollution
makes Spruce Knob (and nearby Gatewood
Campground) an astronomy hot spot. Snowiest: Mt. Rainier
got 102 feet of snow
in 1971-72, the highest
one-year total ever
recorded in the U.S.

Wettest national park:
Olympic gets more than 260
inches of rain per year.

Longest coastal trail:
The Oregon Coast Trail,
now 360 miles
long, will be 400 miles
when completed.

deep.

Tallest tree:
Redwood NP’s
Hyperion takes

global honors at
378.1 feet.

Hottest: Death Valley
NP holds the U.S.
record of 134 °F.

on Mt. Washington is 35 mph.

Deepest canyon:
Hells Canyon
takes top honors
at 6,000 feet

THE WILD FILE

@ LONGEST-LIVING ANIMAL The geoduck, a
Pacific saltwater clam, can live 140 years.

LARGEST LIVING THING Pando, an aspen
colony near Fish Lake, UT, covers 107 acres.

\

AN
" LONGEST BUG The giant walking stick, found
in TX, NM, and KY, can grow to 7 inches long.

g% HOTTEST ORGANISM Thermus aquaticus
bacteria live in 199°F Yellowstone waters.

TALLEST CACTUS A saguaro in AZ’s Maricopa
Mountains was measured at 58 feet high.

SHYEST FLOWER The century plant blooms
just once in its 25-year lifetime.

Coldest path: The
Continental Divide
Trail hit -69.7 °F
at Rogers Pass, a
Lower 48 record.

Shortest river: Guinness
World Records certified
the 201-foot Roe River
as shortest in 2006.

Largest wilderness
(Lower 48): The
neighboring Frank
Church-River of
No Return and
Gospel-Hump
Wildernesses total
2.6 million acres.

Most trail miles: Yellowstone
NP’s 92 trailheads grant
access to 950 miles of trail.

Oldest tree: A bristlecone pine
in the White Mountains called
Methuselah is thought to be
4,650 years old.

Largest city park:
Phoenix’s South Mountain
Park features 51 miles of
trail on 16,283 acres.

Coldest national park:
The coldest U.S. temp
ever—80 °F below zero—
was recorded just outside

Gates of the Arctic NP.

Beariest:
Katmai NP
< and Admiralty
b Island NM
both boast 1
brown bear
per square
mile.
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Deepest cave:
Kazumura Cave, a
lava tube on the
Big Island, is 3,600
feet deep and 37
miles long.

Sources: NPS, USFS, USPS, USGS, Golden Gate Weather Services, University of Alaska-Fairbanks,

University of Wisconsin-Madison, Weather Explained, Fisheries & Oceans Canada, caves.org, Minnesota DNR,
Mt. Washington Observatory, National Coast Trail Association, World Waterfall Database



