caster, Pa., author of “The Complete Id-

iot’s Guide to Backpacking and Hiking.”
“The problem with cellphones is reli-

ability in back country, miles from the

E-mail: novelties@nytimes.com.

$549,95 at L. L. Bean. Users must also
pay for satellite service ($99.99 for a
year) and the sending of original mes-
sages ($50 for 500), said Derek Moore, a
spokesman for Spot, which is a subsid-
iary of Globalstar, a satellite network

may want to reach, said Tim Fhight, edi-
tor of GPSReview.net in Carrabassett
Valley, Me. Once on the trail, the De-
Lorme GPS unit shows the contacts’
names. “You pick the people and key in
your message,” he said.

1

tor of Backpacker magazine, wno nas
been testing the Spot-DeLorme pair.
“Hikers love to tell stories,” he said.
“Historically, we have to wait until we
get home.” Now some of those stories
can be told in real time. “It’s wonderful
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where with a view of the sky, he said.
Mr. Manley, who flies a plane in his fre:
time, has the phone on board — and a
Spot on the dashboard so his family ca
follow his route online.

arns many



