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Pusher Man

For many years: | was 3
ow-Tech warrior | wore
tammered wool sweaters and
paddted demted cances.
rede o ngwd -fock mauntn
bike long after my friends
2l adepted shecks. But
when iy old steed finally
thed end | went shopeing
lar & e ohe, & buddy said
this: “Dude, full-suszen
son bikes make every dey
ke a powder day.” | pot
e He was nignt

Adecade 0f testing loter
' prabably te vorid's
picgest pusher of new
gear, | m OK vath that
Because it Ve leared
awthing, t'sthatthe
wie make outdoor gear
are really goed ot whet
they co. Theyp re users just
2 Us, onty they waxe up
n the myddle of the mght
Thn4ing 200Ut MIdSoes
and membranes, and you
can literally fecl the pas

sion in whiat thiy create
Tuke 22-nch mountatn
bikes | finally coreanced ry
tathar-in law thathe'd haw
more unona Zerltum is
poge 95 Hyad're on the
fence, 100!, ond now he's 50
reenargized about the sogort
that he wants me 1o fly i
Michigar and enter a racé
wih him this fall. Same
thing waith menimabst run
nng shoes, | ¥
haraly know each ather but
Fm pretty sure you're run
nng in tod much $hod, It
yn.]-rle-:': new kecks con-
sider gatting seme wihs
custiomng, Uur fa

86 are o0 page 125
Sure, zonstantly uparacng
your kit can b an expeo
ove hpbst, But think fara
moment abtut now much
you lowe your most pnzed
piece of equipment, Now
a3 yourself; Have you evar
gotten more foryaur
money? —SaM MOULICHN

1. MOLLY LOOMIS

Wanmen s jacke! tecter
Loeomiz €2 h‘-'ﬁ_ﬂll"\ﬂ nter
rigtngl mountan guide
and msinuctor for comad
nies ke Exum, Alpme
Ascenis Intemnational,

ond NOLS. She livesin
Jacason, Wyoming

2. AARON GULLEY
Beween the Buper's Givde
ard our May issoe s bike
gpecial, road- and moun
toan-ihe tes
Bulley PETSOn
£ hikes, 11 pairs ¢f bike
shees, four nelmets, 15 ke
seys, 13 s, nine pairs of
glaves, and countiess othe
accessonies. In March he
took secord place of the
San Yadro Dt Cantury on
the Spacalized S Works
Epic 2% on page %8

3.STEPHANIE PEARSON
Pearson, wha tested run
ring ond yoga gear ard
apparel is Dutside Online’s
Gear Girl [awsdeeniine
comfgenrgirl) Her mo
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ment of enightenment
came whele -]um-.] héad-
s5tanas: matthickness e
the single most essentiol
SLLMENT [0 Y003 (ea”

4, JASON STEVENSON
Trail-shoe tester Sleverson
has olister-arone heels

iT2 genetic). He never
wolks orourd pudd les

5. DOUG SCHNITZSPAHN
Fack tester Schritzspahn s
the cakorof Elevaticn Gut
doors, a magazine based
Boulder, Colarsso, thet
covers ot dooe sports i
the Rocky Mountain Wes!

6.INGA HENDRICKSON
Just cbout 1he ony thing in
this issue that o tlor sale

phetograghn- Hendrick

son's doughter, Amalia
&N page 28

7.JULIA FULLERTON
Lecking at gear all day
inzpired 0BG designer
Fullerton: she's running in
her first half-marathon ths
summer in ¥ail. Colarasa

8. MARK ANDERS

Totest ths yeers baards,

Mders surfea o ooth US
caasts, Mexico, and China

and did a yocht - based surf
and SUP expediton n the

Britich Virgin Islands.

9. KATE SIBER

o-bascd Siber

ore than a dozen
2-nour days chosng el

and turkeys wivile festing

womens shelis and hiking

geor it ended up witn nio

meal in the freezer

10. RYAN STUART

Thig past fall was one of
the rareest on record on
Swuarl’s natre Yarcouver
Island Perfect weather for
testing the years crop of
hardand sst zhellz
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FIRST KNOW THIS
The days of clompy tackpacking boots are cvor. Butthat doesnl m
e3aue shots In 1922, 1S veor many manylactu W) Migcut shae
around orotection—necessitites for tackling challenging terrain on multi-da
providing 1reil-shos tand tarly ot performance
leather or synthe . and foam foot which cotlclc foet
Losds (0 tricky terrain and Light-footed

b t outto mushy, trail-runner
andd boots with higher ankles, stiffer soles. and mora all
5. Tree rew genaraton delivers the t of both warlds
antly and nave ampie mmgsh, which brasthes better than
you vant 15 o boot that hits the swect spotion- froil stabit dy for heawer
comon Y JASO M STEVENSGN

Saere

AND THE WINNER IS...Garmont Zenith Mid 5160
Can one boot be all things ta il hil 7 Prabably nct, 1
for an afterno 2, yet sturdy enough—with a moederately suff plastic shank—for multi-daya
Gore-Tex XCR r, which kept our feat beae dry tfhraugh umg stream ¢
the most hreathable mid in our t2at thanks ta vell-placed rmesh

which kept feet in ¢, and smooth

ventures onoff camrber forrain Evan wath
155ingS on a six-mie siof in Zion Natisral Fark. itvas
'Lave 2t first step. T rs ravad abous the shapely hee
ether on Utah's & or the s
sster summed (tup T thank Jesas for these bog
PORT 4SIOUTCOFS
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e ledn

< Shenanseah

ot sure hivwas kadng
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Latuma Columbis
e - utwe Led midet veesions of
vie lowz leatunid here, brosing stabd,
ity a0l 1020 - canming Wil
reaining the comigriable midsols

GGl ~ A g et Do D Ul

COLUMBIA MASTER OF FASTERLOW §°20 LAFUMA XMOTION LEATHER LOW 5110 -+ VERDICT: An extremely conion
THESELL A legthorwaghl walh punch, TRE TEST: THE SELL A day-niking shoo wilh warkdsy 41y16 woatner day hiker thal <an go 3 long wi
It mght Inok Uke a runaer, tut the Master easly INE TEST The casusl look gves the XMotine an vided the 1arrein 150t tricky ond the loed is lght. 3
outparformad squishier tow-cuts while descend-  ofwiews edge over other hikers when it comes to § 2.9z; lafumaisa.com 1
ing sleap Shenandsah switchbacks, Cred ! Hhe urban adventures—and oy cerainly performed  SUPPORI
sntg L foot=stobibizing upper, and shilf hael cup  on the cobblestones outs de savers! Philydol - COMFORT: 45 3
that minimized roll. pitch, ane yaw, Tha water- phtia bars. Bol the shoes alse fall perle g
prool liner handied slushiests during last-paced  aoproprata onmelow tralls, with supple In TEVA FORGE PRO EVENT 312" -
Appalachion Trail hikes; But wo a have liked & pretoct by sl lesthor, o-skid Vibram soles, £ SELL: Tha ulimate mullispert hiking $hog 3
bt mote e Bumper in o anoe that's cleary buil olush fcamn padding, and rrattr 1t mad- 165 # y the trat-runaner-bke %
& charge, THE YERDICT, Best lor fast-and-light scles, SHll tham what you will—urban esplorers,  appearanca— g boolinitslood.
dayswith leas 1%an 20 pounds on prefly. much dod Waikers, ar “ha ideal travel shae.” as The thick, slabie outsold iwith & sIT nylon 2
any lerram 12 8 oy columbig.com froquant=fiyng losler did. Jus! check the lorg- a8 I vrizomed |-, Jurmg =
SUPFORT A zast before yeu hedd cutside; (1he upoer's scramile in Pennaytyanis, and the .
COMFORT 4 ance lorain slush, and sopw s casual tread held sobd on icy ledges whan 4
40 OUTSIDE EUYER’S GUIDE 201)
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dable it a little stearmy]

psorting EVA
ewith?

ONEH [ELIEr WOXING NIMan s

Id haae kissed 122 he zaid. THE YERDK
A scud Wox-cut that s game fo - i
son your deade o foke on, 10 S COM
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MERRELL COVERT {170
THE SELL: A bike shae that's ready to hop

off and go for a hike. THE 75T, Qur first

Ay
Yhanant

ey

ession—stifll Argid ¥-shaped plate
eerds from e mioiool 10 1he base ol 1he

tOeg
foes Q

ving 1he4e shogk iImpressive pedal-
pamping ¢fticiency. t.alsd mede them feel s
ittle brick sh on trals and prolonged breas-in
tirme, but the aaded stabilty came o handy
zlatoming down leat-coverad trails in
ster remarked, The

9 | wore them, the marce | camoe o appres
THE VERIXCT: For tikers Who da
same casual nilang, it's a'gacd hybrid. Far
twkess who somctimes biee, it 5a little heavy
and st 168 02: merrolLoom

WPOURT &

COMFDHT, 35

A
L Yirginia As.on

ael

BEHIND THE TEST: O«
NoE mdven, Jason Soe

dn

KEENRED ROCKLOW 510

THE SELL! Préemmum ail-wedther perfafmancs ot
adicount, THE TEST Fora'ow-top ihe Keen saill
drives Uke an SUY. wiade, 510048, and sarth reds
able protection [ nubrick-and-fabre upger and
a rubber oo bumper ihat could punt & bowting
Eaill The waterproo? Iner sept 2iop 1 bay, and
the shark.-teoth shaped luge bitnicely on 2 fow
rossy bog cresurgs: Ntpick: seversl complased
aticut bo! hercame midfoot pressute Sonts. THE
VERDICT Asersatile and durable hiker that excels
on rugged, wetirois, Check ke carcfully,

14 02, KeonlootaRr. com

SUPPIRT A

COMECRT: A
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SCARPATERRAOTX $170

IHESELL Old schonl acsthetics, new-
school comion. T-& TEST: Ths tough guy
has a 5ot side. Even thouph the Ters
BTX 18 built far mult~gay ba ckpacking
Iwith up to 40 paunds ow-.\;h ), the
suede upper i3 strelchy, not stif so
testers casly broke them in after a
oflightwear and sutfored fow hot &
Sreathabiity? The Gore Tex lred upaer
aitpertormed the sther all- beather boots
We saw, accord ng 10 our tasny s funk
oxpert {code pama; Stinkfaad. 1HE
VERDICT: Goveny up on all-leathzr boots”
Tnis onc witl winyess back. 19,2 ¢2;
SCarpa.com

SIPORT. 4

COMEORT -4

t.eltl'nn\d ory 2Ng Crack oy
m:o,:w Sared for. Revnal-

it tl-tm bl 3 treatein e
1k a MeNstr & ReweX | esiheDsl
13BARAW. Mcstt.com

MONTRAIL MOUNTAIN MASOCHIST
MIDBTX $135

IHESELL Top-parforming trail runner
PLUS Bnkie supoart. THE TEST The low
cut varsion of $we Mazochest was our
trail-running Gear of the Yoor winnerin
A9 Meet ite magger brother Mantral
kept the sompy weight mesny Le, wery
treathabie] upper. oo super-snug lac
Ing system but peastad the ankle height
and armored it all with a slop-sexing
Gore-Tex Uiner. The neogrene collar
helped kecp a 25-pound lead well bal
anced whie the stratzg cally placed
heet pads blocked olisters without
20ding cunces. THE VERDICT: Comiori?
Tokeitfor granted. And though K s not a
bg-daddy leathes boot, the Masochiss &
unexpactedly supoorive and pretective,
13,6 oz monirail com

SIPPORT .4

WKIMFGRT A%

VASQUE TAKUGTX %115

THESELL Bg-bot durabilny, dag-hiaing

-cotnfort, THE 1251, “Swics whan are

leather boots »o sasy to weor”™ ashed

one tedtor after pounding oot sight miled

M e now- shoa Blister,

f = form-fiting

interion padding and o

jck pner thast 1akies all
arsabiin. And yet

PR e,

BEATTI-IOSE BLISTERS
STER 1: Get fte at a speciaiy store [or By framan coling retaiier that offers na-qliestons -asked returns!
Yearng o loadsd pack while trampirg up ramps and stairs will help yol distover o sloshy it carty on, SIE
% Be reatistic ,mcut waterproof ng - in hot. dry climates, &t reduces breathabilty-and can lead to
pbister-prone feer. HTCP 1 It your bt stll rubs, 34p oa some stick synthetic liners like Bridgedale = Cool-»
Max socks (o wick asay masiure and nik frction 1520 for two pairs: triggedale.com), Or try an aftermarketh
featbed from Sole [yourssle coml. STEP 4 Anticipate blsters by taping problemn arcos with duct tape




